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W EasyBib MLA Parenthetical Citations

‘Why we use parenthetical [ in-text citations

Researchers place brief parenthetical descriptions toacknowledge which parts of their paper reference particular
sources. Generally, youwant to provide the last name of the author and the specific page numbers of the source. If
suchinformationis alreadygivenin the body of the sentence, then exclude it from the parenthetical citation.

Place the parenthetical citation where there s apause n the sentence - normally before the end of asentence ora
comma. Thein-text citation willdiffer depending on how much information you provide within the sentence.

Example with author’s nameiin text:

Johnson argues this point (12-13).

Example without author’s name in text:

This point had already been argued (Johnson 12-13).
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Citing part of a work

Whencitinga specific part of awork, provide the relevant page or sectionidentifier. This can include specific pages,
sections, paragraphs or volumes. When the identifier is preceded by an abbreviation or word, place a comma be-
tweentheidentifier and the source reference.
Example of an entire volume of amultivolume work:

Itis arguably the most innovative period in history (Webster, vol 4).

Whencitingaspecific page(s) ofamultivolume work, precede the page number by the volume numberanda
colon. Do ot separate bya comma.
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Placing parenthetical citations in direct quotations

When directly quotingasource, place the parenthetical citation after the quote. For example:

Sanders explains that economic woes are due to "the mortgage crisis and poor risk assessment” (20).

Placethe parenthetical citationat the end of an indented quotation. There should be no periodafter the
parenthetical citation. The last sentence of the indented quote should look like:

It’s unclear whether multilateral tariffs are disruptive to bilateral talks. (Evert 30-31)
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Citing online sources with no author

Ifthereis noauthor, use thetitle that begins the citation, either the article or website title. Be sureit also takes the
same formatting,ie.articles arein quotesand websitetitlesare italicized. Shorten /abbreviate the name of the

source but ensure that your reader can easily identify it your bibliography (abbreviate the title tartingwith the
samewordinwhichitisalphabetized).

Elephants are thought to be one of the smartest mammals (“Smart Elephants”).

Nineteen men and women were convicted (Salem Witcheraft Trials).

Ideally, when citing online sources, try to reference the source withinyour sentence, with either theauthor or
thetitle toavoid writinga parenthetical ctation.
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Citing literary / classic and religious works

For works suchasnovels, plays and other classic works, i’s helpful to provide further identifyinginformation
alongwith the pageinformation. Do this by adding asemicolon and then the identifying information following
the page number.
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(Tolstoy 5; pt. 2, ch. 3).

Whenciting classic poems and plays, replace page numbers with division numbers (part, book, scene, act). The
below refers to book 10 lines. Bear in mind the divisions and the way they are written canvary by source.

Fear plays a role in Homer’s Odyssey (10.5).




